T.S Eliot’s Early Poetry and John Donne’s “Metaphysical” Poetics

&ML geromEol s3Mgeo ¢gdlgdo s xmb mbols
»093980H03MM0“ 3m9gBH03s

Liliana Gogichaishvili
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
(Georgia)

00565 gmyoPsodzowo
03969 % 93560d300l Lobgermdols mdowolol babgedfogm

16039MLOGYGHO
(Logdos®nggerm)

Abstract:

The works of the “metaphysical” poet John Donne can be freely consi-
dered as one of the biggest influences of twentieth century English poetry.
It was because of the modernist writers that Donne came to be popular
again in the modern world. Modernist poets saw their own ideas and aspira-
tions in Donne’s raging, controversial, highly intellectual poetry, a possibi-
lity of which they gained from the poetics of “metaphysical” verse itself.

In terms of “getting back” to the “metaphysics”, 20 century literature
greatly owes to T.S Eliot. In his critical theories and poetic practice Eliot not
only analyses Donne’s poetry, but he also regenerates “metaphysical” poetics
in his own works. Thanks to T.S Eliot this knowledge was later shared with
all Anglo-American modernist poetry.

One of the most important artistic techniques which is so characteris-
tic of both Donne’s and Eliot’s poetics is” metaphysical” wit. It tends to crea-
te such a surprising effect, that is achieved by comparison and drawing of
totally different ideas and images together. In order to express wit "Meta-
physicians" use conceit — a complex, widespread metaphor that can express
both intellect and fantasy at the same time. One of the most famous exam-
ples of a conceit in Donne’s poetry is found in his late poem called “Hymn
to God, my God, in my Sickness”. Here the author identifies himself with a
map, whereas he calls the doctors cosmographers. The same artistic effect is
noticed in Eliot’s famous poem “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”. In
this poem the stillness of the evening is compared to a patient “etherized
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upon a table”. There are lots of such imitations of Donne’s poetry in Eliot’s
works.

These very parallels of Donne’s and Eliot’s lyrics are discussed in my
thesis, where I try to demonstrate how the influence of the 17thcentury po-
etry worked on Eliot’s early poems.

Keywords: John Donne, Thomas Eliot, Metaphysical Wit, Metaphysical
Conceit
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do. gewom@l 80586y, GMI d9h30d9@g Lom3mbol 3mgBool glfoges
3moMBoLE) 93BHMMYOL 1530 M530L T936MdTO ogbToMgdmMs; “if
the likeness exists, then it is valuable to understand the poetry of the seven-
teenth century, in order that we may understand that of our own time and
understand ourselves’ (Eliot, 1994, p. 43). 9b 0gm gO»M-9MOMO FMS35G0 do-
D90, 5353 53GMOL 393HoR0B0IMMO 30gDBOoL 330935 A99)Y3930bs.

9om@ob 3m9Dos 300@03mgdol G0, B3gmmgd®og, M0
3m9D05@ 500gd90s. 58 LOOMMEOL JOMN-9MMNO FM3500 J0oBYHBO SBOOL
3M339JbOHMdS s 49dmbo@3zol LolbsMEHgs. dmEgMbolEo S3GHMOMOL
30mgbool 0639w 9@ oMo LowMdg LymMs3z9L ™oL dmgEH Mo G-
03006 009dL. 39EHsR0BO3MLBO 3;mgEol L3V, gerom@Eol dgdmb-
3935903 30m9Bools $3mbs35¢0 [aMGH0wo 565 gIMEoMo 3yMIsMmgMdY,
5659900 sBMHOL LoOMMEYo.

90m@0L MM 309H0sHY MbOL FHMOIOEOOL 5dy35M0 o3~
wgbs 906036905 9dugdby ,x. SWRMIE 3OMBROMIOL LobogzsHVI™
LoAMYMS“ S ,JoEBIGHMBOL 3MOHBHMYGHO”. Wwgdugddo odmbod o s%b-
ol BoddsxMY, BOIMMIMO 33050 BIVMTs39ds S MZ0MIBIODBO
39G>80b03mbo 3mg@ob ,{dobos LmbgEgol“ Imazs8mbgdl.

Is it perfume from a dress
That makes me so digress?
Arms that lie along a table, or wrap about a shawl.
And should I then presume?
And how should I begin??

350505 IMEg8Mwo wgdlgdo BEGHMMIGHMIO0MS S OB QobL-
bH3530000006 ©Mbol J9dmddggdoligsb, (2obbozMmemadom dolo 23056-
90 gdubgdoligeb), 0993, BsbsLobMdM0350, dsmdo w339 89060069ds
3B6MOL olgmo LoOmMg, M3 MboLgME 3m9BMO GHMOOEOSL gb-
9056905. 595L 8mfdmdl 1917 farol wgdlgdols J39-bsmsmEos — ,93306-
390560 (“Observations”).

39Gox80D03Mmbo 3mgBoL 253wgbs, sHOOL LOMMMEOL MZoELOB-
HoLOM, MBOM MZ5¢LsROBMS gemom@Eol 1920 ferom EosMsMOMGdME

L oo Algpglgds s6Lyd@dL, 85806 8608369¢mgs605 3o3bmdogm 89830899 Lo-
39960L 3mgBosl, 50235605 04690 B39l MM s Ls3MMM M39dLSE J93YIFM™.

2 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/44212/the-love-song-of-j-
alfred-prufrock
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@9Jbbg ,xIOMbEHOMbO®, Losl FMNsz35M0 JdoMmOL bLIEP0gHO s Fobo-
360 A Mgds 9o 93MM3I0 (30300300l MHM3Z939L
3990bs3ogl. gdbdo 356MHMPOOL MO FMo356M0 Logsbo — Mgwogos s
oLEMO05. ,9b 3sBOIro 93¢ Jbos bsb dzs%00, 30YXISCIIHO
bohg00l, bsb  ogeaemmgon®o  ©g8r9cm98900Ls @5 bsbss oA
bsboo fsm3ma3008985 “(3mdsbody, 2015, 93. 149).

9o G550 IMbMEMAOL Lobomss HoMdmoaqboro, dslido
656396900 3mgEHol 30Mso 98m30900 30 M30gJGHOMGIM0s gOHLMbS-
90LS o 9dLoL (393999 930HBMEYdd0 s, 99Ibs, ,MdOgIEHEOO
369Gl 9hm-900 Lsm3gmgbm 60dmaL oMoy gbl. gawom@o
05308 300303 65d6:Mm3gddo DML SOfigMlb 3mgBLs s 3MmgBHIO
Bsfo63mgdls meolb sOLgdME LHmE MH0gH»I0ToM0905L. 0 M3ob,
63 3m9EH0L BoLosMOL M530L90M09ds S 30036 MBS Mo -
0dgds Bs3egdo sbobzs Mbs 33Mm3ml Mog0l 890mddggdsby. d3mgbo-
obm30l 3mgEob 30650 9dmE0gdo 56y 360d3bgwm3zsb0, 3608369 m-
395605 0L oMM O DBMPIWO IGHZOOMZS M3 59 JIME0gdL Fg0degds
SBWEIL 096. 590765, 306H5O §IM 30930l bgerrm3bgdsdo godmba@zol-
030L 3m93HTs Mbs 03m36MmL MOMSE Md0YIBHIOO s 3OS 30M5WIWO,
LS3 99939059 FoMEILIBNO Lobom [o®MIBIBL 15396 Boffo®Bm-
90390. ,m009dGHOO 3MOIWEOL* sbgm 60dMds wgduol dgdgao g3o-
bm©o (omdma300099ds:

After such knowledge, what forgiveness? Think now
History has many cunning passages, contrived corridors
And issues, deceives with whispering ambitions,
Guides us by vanities. Think now
She gives when our attention is distracted
And what she gives, gives with such supple confusions
That the giving famishes the craving. Gives too late
What’s not believed in, or if still believed,

In memory only, reconsidered passion.

Gives too soon Into weak hands, what’s thought can be dispensed with
Till the refusal propagates a fear. Think
Neither fear nor courage saves us. Unnatural vices
Are fathered by our heroism. Virtues
Are forced upon us by our impudent crimes.
These tears are shaken from the wrath-bearing tree.!

I https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47254/gerontion
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13993HMOM030 068353008 3mbs HMI 565, 83000b39w0, SEdSM,
3963 30 §o03Mmoygbl, MM Mo0dg 3938060 Tgodewgds sOLYGdMdIIL dm-
3999 35LogLs O JaroMmEOL J0MSE 3OHMOWGdgdL JmMob. Bog@o 3o
oboss, MM ,x9MMbEH0MboL* fgmol 3MHmEgldo gwwom@l bgMombreo
LoOHMMEGg00 3JMmbs BLOJoMGOE 5350AYMi FJMVEgLSE — 303096
3903990, M3 505306033060, bo@do 4obBms9gdmwo Losboo wgd-
Ldog FoMdmy30p90s. ImEgdME 930DMm©A0 533HMEOO OLEHMGMOLL Tm-
oblgbogdl dglsdg 30MHoL bozzswlobguom — she s oLEGHMOooL globgd
3936 AbxJMdLMID 9D, ,303096 39039000l 9HDFZ5( Rbo-
Jemmgom6 309 AbsG  3300535DMBL (3dsb0dyg, 2015, 93. 156).
©MboL BHMOEO300L 493egbs gEom@Hol MM 3mgH0sDY 58 3o~
LOBOOLOMSE 0394MMdL B39bL YMOEMIOSL, 30650006 ,md09dGHmemo 3m-
G9ws@Hob* IbsBH3OHMmo 39dbozs gurom@EHol dmgBosls o 93 3mbzeMg-
G 9dusdoi mbol go3wgbomss 8gmzolgdwyaro.

3905 SHOHOL BLOMMMOLS S S3EHMOOLYSD 2oblbgolgdols, ,xg-
OMbGH0Mbo" 8300b3golm3z0l SHOOL AOHABMBS® FoMEILEbZ0L Fgdbo-
300539 Loob@geglm — “direct sensuous apprehension of thought or a
recreation of thinking into feeling” (Eliot, 1951, g3. 286). dm3qde» d9dmb-
393500 0639 gdBHoemds 56 25dmMobogl AMABMBOGMHGISL. MMM
©mbob, olg gwom@ol d98mddggdsdo a0dbmds s oMo gMmdsbgor-
405 5097 S 9M0560 LEBOMS FoMTMPYIboO. sSDBMHOLS s JMAbM-
d0b 9M00056Mds EMbMD, ImY3056900m 30 gEoMmEHMIbsE, 30093 gHOo
36008369wm3z560 dbs@G3zOH o bgdbom, IaBbgdscg BodMomss 4odMm39-
dmo. dsdo 0aMolbdgds olgmo BsbwsOmMEo, Mbgdo, Jom@EMo
5D60, B3 3m9B0SL 5M5B39)gdM0Z doesl bdgbl. daHbgdstg godmol
9839930 093309005 99350056MHM0 9M0dgmMHgHg IH3Z539d9 9dM 0L
5 oML, HMIGWMNS 0W0sBMds I30mb3ggdo odog®, boM356519mdOO,
IBD9GH03MO  3H30MISL 0f393L. SO 3m9gEHMo bodol 2obdotEHgdsl
23000350mdL 9BOS 359bo glligodo “A FEW DON’TS”; 3mg@o o©bod-
Bogl: “An “Image” is that which presents an intellectual and emotional com-
plex in an instant of time... It is the presentation of such a “complex” instan-
taneously which gives that sense of sudden liberation; that sense of freedom
from time limits and space limits; that sense of sudden growth, which we
experience in the presence of the greatest works of art. It is better to present
one Image in a lifetime than to produce voluminous works.”!

139885600 ,bo®0 06GHI9IGHMSNO ©s 98mEoO 9HOMdL §599880 FoedmsBbL...
9b 0bgMO ,900560“ AyobogMgdol FomdmBabss, Mo Y930 MEZ30LVIBEGBOL FobELol
23960390L; 0MH™obS s LogMEOL LaHE3zMgdL Fods sOGLYDIMEO Ms30LYBEIdIOL 2ob(3-
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OMamO3 3599600, 0y gerom@o dsmo gdmgol sBOMZbgdoL obo-
36095 GHMAsL 9Mbglid 309 JooRbg3wbb. 3MIMR. 3MmdsB0OIY 5B~
X560 fobsliodyzsmdsdo ,@masl gMbglid 30mdo, dmEgMbobIol mgm-
0930300 304990b ,,39EGHMOBOMLMGBOWOHO* 655DMY30L Tglobgd so-
6503bsgL: ,,0L, GMI gduol bo@M3zs690s SHBOOL ,A5TbsEZOHdOL Lo-
399500905 30 56 5O, 50539 FboG3MME0 sDOHM3BgdOL SOV, HMT 3m-
9305 30 56 1B ,,IMOMML boEMmgzs69000 Lbgs IbMog ,B39MwgdMH030“
SH60, 5M59900 LHmMg bos@o 6oL ob, Momsz 3mgBo SHBOM3b9dL o
Omd Ibo@3MME0o Bobolbash 2sb3sw 3939000 3mg@MOo SHOMMZbds 56
5MLgdMAL — gl 9gMO0Eo HoMmdmqbs Moz30lL WOMMOLsmM30L 65dw30-
W5 b0 0ym s 256353900 3mgB030L s3330EMYOL GALIHY)-
690ms“ (30w9do, 2020, a3. 14). ob FbsBH3OEo HYLMOLO, HMIYGDIE
3099L 3dmbs LEBIGO (,gdLol Lobggdo YBIGOEM YIMMSEF0S 30 56
560L, 56599 5OL0S 9bols™) gawrom@ds ,d93Hs80b03MLO" 3mg@gdol dg-
80d89090580 ©0bsbY, 2593MEM S FMoMm 3093 BE3MM® 3mgbosl.

063 9w9dBHobs s 9dmEooL 9eHmosbmdol m3zselsBobm bodmds
§oM303300039%5 ,xJOMBbGHOMbOL* Bgdmm Im@Esbowo g3obmo!. Gma-
ol BLAHOMIEHMEOS, 39BHYmds, dBbgdsMg AsbLxs, MO39m0 Go@do
@5 LObGOJLO, 3mgEol B0vY39MHAMYIEMDS, J5IRJBOLYIMO BHMbo Mbol
»Pob0390L" o ,{dobs bLmbyEgdL“ Imyzoambgdl:

Think then, my soul, that death is but a groom...

Think thyself labouring now with broken breath...
Think thee laid on thy death-bed, loose and slack...
Think thyself parch'd with fever's violence...

Think that thou hear'st thy knell, and think no more...2

dm3gdmeo  65§y39dgdo  ,09m609  Ferolmsgzosb®  BMLEs©
963056935 gwom@ol bgdmom boblighgd gdul; 53 dlgogligdsl RM™

5L; 0LYOO MgEIMO BOEOL FoBEIL, Mobiog bygarmgbgdol oadwwo 6od,dgdol fo-
6599 200m3(30000 bemendg. 550gds Bsdmdgz™gdol Jabsl, bxmdl gbmgMgdsdo gMmo-
900, 659300 ,boGo“ 89Jdbs.
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/69409/a-retrospect-and-a-few-donts?fbclid=

IwAROWO03apgl gqn6nv7VImsO8sblnHRSWPGIiPB7UrlX- 3JVXFUWF2AQgCoyZA

! After such knowledge...tree.

2 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44123/of-the-progress-of-the-soul-the-second-
anniversary
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035b5B0bML  bEol MBbMb sMoghmbgen bsbligbgdo “Think”, o
00539 3063 9JLGH0m gEomE™Mbs3 2363 ds.

SHMHOL 9gIME05© FoMLIBZILMIB, YBEOOL gobrom 933035 9b@)-
096 (“passionate thinking”) 930@MHM@ss 9353000900 39E9R0B03Y-
60 95H30Mb0gMYds, HMIgeoi JoBbo obsbsgL oligmo FoeMdmbobgo-
00 25m3900L 9B9gd@oL 99gdabsl, Moz doowfgzs LMoo goblibgsgg-
OO0 00Y900Ls > bo@gdols 99sc9d0md s IHBEMGdom. g@Ox30-
D039600 J5b30mbogeMgds d9E05 300MY, MOMIXM®, MO J5BLL3s39-
O30 Le5m-bo@ob ,,d5¢oEBId0m0 35300600.“ garom@Eds o3 bg@bdo
de09M0 0bGggdBHemmo s 9dmEomMo dsenol dJmbg gom3gdol,
3MbE®LEGHOLS s 0MHMBooL IdEs3M0 0BLEHMTIBEO s0bsbs. gl AbSE)-
3600 bgMbo 8060856 dmE3Mwmosdo Fogdlods OO MoMmEYbmdols
99030990 s 0639w IH0 Fobss®LOL BogdoL Lodrsgdsls 0d-
©935. 393H9x80D03MM0 dsbz0wambogMgdols dobsbo, bdoMs, d30mbgyg-

ol 4903905 5 dMmEmEbgwMmdol 9i39d@ol d9dabss, Mog mG0gg 93-
GMOL, YYOI3MO, JOMRSD Z5FMLEOD.

35b30aMmb0gMH9d0l ;93500 0bLEHMIIBEO d9EI80DBOIMLYdOL-
030L 3m6LoG05 — 0LYMO MO, J93MEMOI0WWO FGEHOIBRMOS, HMIJWO;
IONEOMMI© F90dEgds godm@GHb@e3gl 0bGggdBHUog o BIbES-
B0osbyE. ©MboL 999mJdgd0sb 3MBLoEOL gMm-9gcmo 3bmdow Toys-
oM 9930005 ©I355bgMm 930BMO Wwgdiosd “Hymn to God
my God in my Sickness”, Boog bo@ol ©odsdmdol boddwsgeg dg-
Mmd3L989e  Im3egbsms  Mb5393806Bg  RMAbgdMo  3MBLoEOL
99339mMd00> doomfj93s.

Whilst my physicians by their love are grown
Cosmographers, and I their map, who lie

Flat on this bed, that by them may be shown
That this is my south-west discovery,

Per fretum febris, by these straits to die,

qdbol dmE9dmw 3og3do 9Jodgdol 3MLAMYMIRYIMD, 353096¢ 0L
93580006 s bO3ZEOWOL LMY -EILOZ MO 5©IMPYBLMD o0-
303905 ,09G9B0B0IMNM0" gdbol 3 oxnmbom® dmbadslis s bo@gdol
3653500 x89MOM36905b9 393939 gdL. gerom@Hl doskbos, O™ gMmsbgom-
056 9935300090900 s gMmo Fgbgz00m Jom@GHemo bs@gdo bs0-
©30¢ 30m9H05d0 Ym39wm3z0lL Jdbosh sboer dmwosbmdgdl: “When a

257



poet's mind is perfectly equipped for its work, it is constantly amalgamating
disparate experience; the ordinary man's experience is chaotic, irregular,
fragmentary. The latter falls in love, or reads Spinoza, and these two experi-
ences have nothing to do with each other, or with the noise of the typew-
riter or the smell of cooking; in the mind of the poet these experiences are
always forming new wholes™! (Eliot, 1953, 33. 117). 533356 ,,5b5¢» doero-
56mdsL" JIbol Mbo Ls3MMIMO 30l MY35LMb J50803930m. bragm
b3 5390 MOOL QoLOMTIZ390Ws©, gOmol dFbMog wgdLol
3099dGHolsb 3obLbgoLgdoL, Fgmegl FbMH0g 30 dsbgzomambog®mmwo gbs-
33005@™00LS s 0OMBOOL bsbsLIoL JoBboM, bo3MYPIMO Hmerols dsbg-
Mol Mgl ,0MGHYIWL" s, 58gbs, 3MBLOAGAL 3093 MRO™ FOHM-

A3 0gMl 560FqdL. TbsBH3O o Bgdmgdggdols sbscrmyome bo-
ddL Hotmdmogbl gerom@Hol sM9MEo 3mgHools ghHo-9gmHmo y39wsby

3603369ermgs60 609430 “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, ®mdger-
4o 9360 BoEsdml Loddz30gL Fo0BY FohMmEoE bsHIMBom .-
30690 353096BHL 5IMYOL, B3 30I3 JOPO ILEHWEMOS 0doby, M
90MEG0 15308 MgMOHOI Fgbgegdgdl dg@ex0Do3mbo 3mg@gdols
d9Lbgd L3NG FBSEZMME Boffo®BMgd9dTo 3M5gE03 IO 09gbgds.
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” combol 899mgdgogdosbss Baligl-
b9d0 s gdbol “Hymn to God my God in my Sickness” 30605306 sqnvy)-
Dosb Homdmoygbl.

Let us go then, you and I,
When the evening is spread out against the sky
Like a patient etherized upon a table;?

HMamO3 ©™bol, oy garom@ol 99dmbgq3sd0, slsbodbo s sm-
360093690, H™Igdo3 LEdME MM 3MBLOEOL Lobgl 0Mgd9b, gl YO cO-
9600950m3M03bs30 BEJd0, bdoMs, LOHNW0sE MB3MYGVIO0 LBIOM-

I Homqbog 3m9@ob gmbgds 8mwosbs@ 80l Lsdvdsml dmsegl, ol 3msd, sGlgdo-
5@ OH0IOMYRBLHZ39d sdMEEOEIdIOL ©353806MgdL gMmTobml; B3gmeErgd-
6030 50530560L 2odmEOEgds Jom@EWIM0, sMmsbsdIM0, BMATIBEHMWO0s. 59 39bsL-
369l 30053 9Y35030090s, 96 30bMEMBL L3OBMDBIL s 98 ME FITMEFEOWYIL GO~
056900096 565650600 LogPmm 5d3m, 8500 o0 LodgFO Fo6J560L BAswOLS 56 LodBatyg-
MeEmsb 458m3sg5e Bbmsb sgzm ®odg Loghmm; 3mg@ol 4mbadsdo 30 gl godmEo-
90900 4m3z9em3z0l sHoE Bme0sbmdgdl J060s6.

2

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/44212/the-love-song-of-j-

alfred-prufrock
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90005655 Bm@sboo: 8900030bs, BoD03s, FgmaMO530s, MHY0Q0s, JoM-
M09 0LEGMM0s s bbgs. 09935, MBMIb 53y356 T9gsMdYdL MBOM
bdo6o, 990degds 0mg3sl, 399d030 boliosmo 5d3m, gEom@Hmsb 3o olo-
Bo MBOM 353500l Lobomss Fmbdmdowo. MboL J9dmddggdosb
39 603 dqds Fgodegds Asb3z0boMmm J9gY3569dmEms (dobsbgd-
056 99056905 gdudo ,,356mb0BsE0s" , Loyzstrmeol §dobs EsdMol
P9M09b Fgs69ds gdido ,,Ofgowo®, dmboyzs®eg fyzowol 3:0a3sl-
096 99056905 9dbdo ,,350mTFZ0MBYdS: 53MTIWIO OIGOMIIS“ O
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