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Abstract:

The fierce Thirty Years' War in 17th century Germany (1618-1648)
and the internal political chaos in 18th century Georgia (political fragmen-
tation), the foreign aggression of the Ottoman Empire and the Kingdom of
Iran against Georgia became the subject of poetic creativity, in particular, in
the works of the famous German Baroque writer Andreas Gryphius (1616-
1664) and the poem "Davitiani" by the representative of Georgian Baroque,
Davit Guramishvili (1705-1792). War is considered here as an apocalyptic
event that not only destroys the homeland politically and economically but
also war is regarded as a universal catastrophe, because it destroys all pers-
pectives on human existence, making the course of history lose its meaning.
The lyrical characters of these authors reflect this hopelessness and meanin-
glessness with the baroque characteristic of Baroque, the deep sense of
vanity, and the high style of Baroque poetry (genus grande), which makes
the theme of war more apocalyptic than apocalypse itself.

Thus, if Gryphius' sonnet “Thrinen des Vaterlandes. Anno 1636” is set
within the framework of the thirty-year war, where the apocalyptic visions
of an objective universal catastrophe and the expectation of this apocalypse
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are conveyed, then in Guramishvili's lyrical poem we have reflections on the
subjective existential fate, which is caused by a priori objective existences —
political destabilization (historical factor) and the perfidy of "life" and
"existence”, that is, by the spontaneity and unpredictability of existence (on-
tological factor) — "it is not in the hands of the one who holds it, but if you
hold it with a fist". And here, the subjectivism of the lyrical hero of Gura-
mishvili's poem, i.e. his subjective reflections on his existence, suddenly
turns into an objective existential situation, namely, using Sartre's termi-
nology, the existence of the lyrical hero of "Davitiani" can be perceived as
"being" (Fr. en-soi, Germ. An-sich-ein, Existenz) and "essence® (Fr. pour-soi,
Germ. Fiir-sich-sein, Essenz) in the objectively given dialectic (Galle, 2009,
p. 20; Seibert, 1997, p. 128), e. i. in the objectively given dialectic of existence
and being when first there are existing and its ontological data, and then the
personal existence of a person written in these data. Therefore, a priori we
have an existential situation, when the existing and its ontological data al-
ways precede and forego the person (respectively, the lyrical hero of "Daviti-
ani") and his private existence, and these ontological data (for example, birth,
death, historical existence, temporality, transience, impermanence, etc.)
appear to a person (respectively, the lyrical hero of "Davitian") as they are
already written in advance, as they already exist beforehand.

Keywords: War, Georgian Baroque, German Baroque, David
Guramishvili, Andreas Gryphius

1553356dMm LoEYz900: M0, JsOMMEO doMMIM, 3gMTbMEO doGm3M,
5300 2530330000, 569l gMozz0mlo

213



»03090029 00 bs3ob9¢r0 s bs bs@9ero 8eablbiheos .
(3. 0. 6. 3Godgerlb3seB960)

»Was Krieg vor ein schreckliches und grausames
Monstrum seye®. (H. J. Ch. Grimmelshausen)
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Wir sind doch nunmehr ganz, ja mehr denn ganz verheeret!

Der frechen Vélker Schar, die rasende Posaun

Das vom Blut fette Schwert, die donnernde Karthaun

Hat aller Schweif3, und Fleif3, und Vorrat aufgezehret.
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®05Y9 G90dmero bbgssbbys d29960L 5630980 — 3. 8.), 899Bs-
65305 09305 5 6506,

Lolbeoo AoL09gdMEds Fobgzods, IgMaz3065385 BoMBSBOYODs
UOHME0s o939l ol, Mg MBom, IOMIom, 5OXOM 0Ym
9dm3m399v9o].

Die Tiirme stehn in Glut, die Kirch' ist umgekehret.

Das Rathaus liegt im Graus, die Starken sind zerhaun,

Die Jungfern sind geschidnd't, und wo wir hin nur schaun

Ist Feuer, Pest, und Tod, der Herz und Geist durchfihret.
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Hier durch die Schanz und Stadt rinnt allzeit frisches Blut.

Dreimal sind schon sechs Jahr, als unser Strome Flut

Von Leichen fast verstopft, sich langsam fort gedrungen
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Doch schweig ich noch von dem, was drger als der Tod,

Was grimmer denn die Pest, und Glut und Hungersnot,

Daf3 auch der Seelen Schatz so vielen abgezwungen
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